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Launch of ACaSA to Tackle

Extreme Heat Risks for Vulnerable Populations

The All India Disaster Mitigation Institute (AIDMI), in
collaboration with the Avoidable Deaths Network
(ADN), launched the Ahmedabad Case Station for
Avoidable Deaths due to Extreme Heat (ACaSA) to
address the rising risks of extreme heat. This two-day
community-focused event on 17-18 March 2025
highlighted the urgent need to protect vulnerable
groups, particularly small businesses and transport
workers.

On Day 1, discussions focused on small businesses in
Ahmedabad that face growing operational and
health challenges during intense summer heat.
Experts stressed that heat-related illnesses and
deaths are largely preventable. Solutions shared
included installing shade structures, enhancing
ventilation, adjusting work hours, and ensuring
hydration access. The ACaSA platform was launched
as a center for research, training, and practical
resources to support businesses in building heat
resilience.

Day 2 convened over 400 transport workers from the
Ahmedabad Municipal Transport Service (AMTS),
who often endure long hours in extreme
temperatures. AIDMI shared key strategies such as
regular hydration, rest breaks, and access to cooling
centers. The Mayor of Ahmedabad addressed the
gathering, reinforcing the city's commitment to

climate resilience and worker safety.

Special appreciation was extended to the
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC) for its
continued leadership in combating extreme heat
through proactive policies like the Heat Action Plan
(HAP). AMC's collaboration and ongoing efforts play
a crucial role in protecting lives and promoting
community preparedness.

The launch of ACaSA marked a major step in creating
a heat-resilient Ahmedabad, driven by community
action, government support, and data-informed
decision-making. With ACaSA, AIDMI aims to prevent
avoidable deaths and build a safer future for all
residents in the face of climate change.

Small businesses that are highly exposed to the extreme heat joined the launch event and discussed
different adaptation measures with focus on safe practices, health safety and livelihood protection
measures.
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ACaSA is a locally led initiative by AIDMI with ADN
for capacity development and sustainable impact.



