
  

 
First responders consist of the affected community, 

emergency services, defence – amongst others (Ray-

Bennett, 2018).  

 

The one-day symposium entitled ‘Integrating Disaster 

Risk management with Emergency Services and 

Defence to Reduce Avoidable Disaster Deaths’ will 

bring together the emergency services (viz. fire and 

rescue, civilian), defence (viz. navy, airforce, army, 

civilian), researchers and policy influencers from the 

risk, crisis, disaster and development sectors to 

understand the role that the first responders  play in 

reducing avoidable disaster deaths and the number of 

affected people by disasters in the Caribbean region.  

 

 

Avoidable deaths are those deaths that can be avoided 

through preventable measures, amenable or timely 

intervention measures, and disaster risk governance 

(Cook, 2019; Ray-Bennett, 2018; Ray-Bennett et al., 

forthcoming). Avoiding disaster deaths and the 

number of people affected by disasters is currently 

part of the United Nations Sendai Framework for 

Disaster Risk Reduction’s first two Global Targets: 

‘substantially reduce global disaster mortality by 

2030’ (Target A), and ‘substantially reduce the 

number of affected people globally by 2030’ (Target 

B).   

 



  

 

 

This one-day symposium will explore: 

 

• the strategies, tactics, and actions that the 

emergency services and defence undertake in 

collaboration with disaster management authorities 

and alike, to reduce avoidable disaster deaths; 

• the challenges that they experience and the lessons 

that can be learned to improve disaster response 

and recovery; and  

• the support that will be required for cross-

pollination of cognate sectors (defence, emergency 

services, disaster, development) for mutual 

learning, capacity building, and reimagine 

practices for collaboration to achieve sustainable 

development in the Caribbean region.  

 

Currently, the voices of the first responders are either 

not heard or are not celebrated in the mainstream 

disaster risk reduction and development conferences 

and symposiums. They discuss and celebrate their 

experiences within the confines of their domains, 

departments and platforms.  

 

This symposium, therefore, will be path-breaking by 

bringing the voices of the first responders to the fore, 

and explore the support that will be required to cross-

pollinate cognate sectors (emergency, defence, 

disaster and development) for mutual learning, 

capacity building, and reimagine practices for 

collaboration to reduce avoidable disaster deaths to 

achieve the United Nations Sustainable Development 

Goals: 1 (No Poverty), 11 (Sustainable Cities and 

Communities) and 13 (Climate Action). These Goals 

and their specific Targets (1.5, 3.8, 11.5 and 13.1) are 

directly connected to the Sendai Framework’s Global 

Targets A and B (UN, 2015, UNISDR, 2017). 

 

More Information 

For more information, please follow this website: 

https://www.avoidable-deaths.net/events-

2/symposium/ 
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